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Washington D.C. Agency Tour

February 22-25, 2012
Grady College public relations graduates in 2012 will face a still-uncertain job market.  However, this new generation of communicators will enter the workforce trained as analysts, creative thinkers, writers, planners, social media experts and policy makers in public relations. Washington D.C. offers an attractive and competitive environment for our smart, talented and well-trained graduates. 

PRSSA wishes to offer 16 members the opportunity to network with PR professionals, communicators and government officials in Washington D. C., so they will be competitive in a place where policy is made and effective communication is vital. Additionally, as our students are introduced to career opportunities, the University’s influence broadens and the Grady College’s alumni base expands.

Students will apply for this trip and will be selected based on rank (juniors, seniors and graduate students only—May and December 2012 graduates will be given top priority), interest in public relations and political communications and financial need.  Students do not have to be PR majors to apply; however, they do need to be paid PRSSA members.  With their application, students will submit a 200-word essay stating why they should be chosen to go and how such a trip would further their career goals.  In addition, they will submit a statement of financial need.  
The trip is planned for February 22-25, 2011.  Students will arrive in Washington on the evening of February 21.  For the following two days, February 22-23, they will tour PR agencies and nonprofit organizations.  On Friday, February 24, students will shadow PR professionals in agencies, nonprofits and government offices who agree to host them.  That evening, they will join the D.C. Dawgs (UGA alumni) for a networking mixer.  They will return to Georgia on Saturday, February 25.  Upon applying for this unique opportunity, students will understand that this is not a sightseeing trip.  They will be expected to follow a strict schedule of meetings with professionals, communicators and government officials and refrain from using alcohol.  Upon return, students will record their experience in Washington D.C. in blogs for those who are interested.  In addition, they will produce a video of segments of their trip at each agency and present this to PRSSA and to a member of the Broun Family.  NOTE: Students chosen for the trip should let their professors know about the dates they will be absent from classes.
To help defray costs, we receive funding from the Broun Family Foundation.  These funds will be distributed to students based on their financial need.  NOTE:  All students will pay for the trip up front and will be reimbursed when they submit their receipts to the Grady Business Office.  Save all receipts.  Funding will be distributed based on need.  Some students will receive full funding; while others will receive partial funding.

Budget (all costs, per person, are approximate)
•
Airfare, round-trip, Atlanta/Reagan International

$   350.00

•
Hotel, four nights (L’Enfant Plaza Hotel):


Triple (3-4 persons per room, including taxes)

$   200.00

•
Metro passes






$     50.00

•
Food (five days @$25 per day)




$   125.00

•
Faculty escort fee (your deposit)*



$   100.00


TOTAL ESTIMATED COST:
$825
*This is the $100 you paid upon application. This money will defray airfare, hotel/meal expenses and
  metro fees for the two faculty members who will be responsible for students’ safety.  This money will be 

  refunded to students not chosen to go or who cancel before the trip.
Note: Students who elect to stay offsite with family or friends, will not be eligible for Broun funds.
Agencies we have visited in the past include, Porter Novelli, Levick Strategic Communications, Ketchum, Fleishman Hillard, Edelman and Ogilvy.   Students have shadowed at these agencies as well as Senator Isakson’s office, Ford’s Theater, American Red Cross, The Wilderness Society, American Lung Association, Academy Health, The Pentagon and other agencies and corporations. 

By Wednesday, January 11, 2011, you will need to submit your application, essay and a $100 deposit (checks made payable to PRSSA) to Dr. Jones (Room 221.  You will need to make your own airline reservation.  Applications will be available online at the PRSSA website or at Dr. Jones’ office.  Place your application, essay and check in a sealed envelope marked Washington DC Agency Tour and give it to Dr. Jones.  If you have any questions, please contact her by e-mail: betjones@grady.uga.edu.
